
152 RULES 

UNIMARC Authorities Format Manual (online ed., 1.2.0, 2025) 1/2 

152 RULES 

Field Definition and Scope 

The rule system under which the 2-- authorized access point and its accompanying reference structure 
were formulated. 

Subfields & Occurrence 

Field/Subfield Field/Subfield Name Repeatability Occurrence 

152 RULES NR M 

a Cataloguing Rules NR O 

b Subject System NR O 

Indicators 

Indicator Value Description 

1 # blank (not defined) 

2 # blank (not defined) 

Subfields Description 

$a Cataloguing Rules 

This subfield identifies the cataloguing rules used to formulate the access point/reference structure. This 
would be applicable for most names, titles, and name/titles. The cataloguing rules should be specified 
using the codes from Appendix A of the UNIMARC/Bibliographic format or the full name of the rules. 
For display, codes can be used to generate the abbreviations specified in Guidelines for Authorities and 
Reference Records, Appendix C. Optional. Not repeatable. 

$b Subject System 

This subfield identifies the subject or subject category system used to formulate the access point/reference 
structure. This would be especially applicable to topical subjects, but is applicable to names and titles, as 
well as subject categories. In some systems, an access point/reference structure may be formulated under 
cataloguing rules but also be used in a subject system. Thus the name would be coded for both the 
descriptive rules and the subject system. The codes from Appendix A of the UNIMARC/Bibliographic 
format or the full name of the thesaurus may be used to specify the subject or category system. Optional. 
Not repeatable. 

Notes on Field Contents 

The $a subfield identifies the cataloguing rules used to formulate the access point/reference structure. 
This would be applicable for most names, titles, and name/titles. The cataloguing rules should be specified 
using the codes from Appendix A of the UNIMARC/Bibliographic format or the full name of the rules. 
For display, codes can be used to generate the abbreviations specified in Bell, Barbara L. An Annotated 
Guide to Current National Bibliographies. – 2nd completely rev. ed. – München: K. G. Saur, 1998; see List of 
abbreviations and acronyms, pp. vii-ix. 

The $b subfield identifies the subject system used to formulate the access point/reference structure. This 
would be especially applicable to topical subjects, but is applicable to names and titles also. In some 
systems, an access point/reference structure may be formulated under cataloguing rules but also be used 
in a subject system. Thus the name would be coded for both the descriptive rules and the subject system. 
The codes from Appendix A of the UNIMARC/Bibliographic format or the full name of the thesaurus 
may be used to specify the subject system. 
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Examples 

EX 1 

152 ##$aAACR2$blc 

200 #1$aShai,$bMordekhai 

 

EX 2 

152 ##$blc 

215 ##$aRed River Valley (Minn. and N.D.-Man.) 

 

EX 3 

152 ##$aAACR2$blc 

200 #1$aWagner,$bRichard,$f1813-1883$xPictorial works 

 

EX 4 

152 ##$aAACR2$bcaf 

230 ##$aSérie d’études de la réglementation gouvernementale 

 

EX 5 

152 ##$aAACR2 

215 ##$aCeylon 

 

EX 6 

100 ##$aYYYYMMDDarusy0102####ca0  

152 ##$aRCR 

200 #1$aГребенщиков$bГ. Д.$f1883-1964$gГеоргий Дмитриевич 

 

EX 7 

100 ##$aYYYYMMDDarusy0102####ca0 

152 ##$aRCR 

230 ##$aСказание о призвании варягов 

History 

1994 Text errata. 

2009 Notes on Field Contents. 

2009 Updated definition/scope: $a Cataloguing system. 

2009 Updated definition/scope. 

 


